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Maybe, you always do give them such advice, or maybe I am
reasoning wrongly out of experience of American character and in
ignorance of the Indian nature. Those were some of the things which
caused my failure for several weeks, so I pass them along to you for
whatever worth they may have.

The friend need not have apologized for relating his expe-
riences, for human nature at bottom is the same even as the Ame-
rican sky as a matter of fact is the same as the Indian. Only the
presentation is different from what the readers of Toung India are
accustomed to. The voluntary spinners who have become ac-
customed to spinning have had the same difficulties that have
faced the American friend. What is wanted is resolution at the
back of one's mind. It anticipates and overcomes all difficulties.
The value of the friend's analysis of his difficulties lies in the fact
that he has made plain to us what most of us have felt without
perceiving.

Toung India, 9-7-1925

217.   PAINFULLY ILLUMINATING

This letter1 was handed to me at Chittagong and has been
in my jacket, awaiting attention at the first opportunity. The
reader is aware how the attempt to wean the fallen sisters from
their error has apparently resulted in giving a passport to vice.
Prostitution I knew was a tremendous and a growing evil. The
tendency to see virtue in vice and excuse evil in the sacred name
of art or some other false sentiment has clothed this debasing in-
dulgence with a kincl of subtle respectability which is responsible
for the moral leprosy which he who runs may see. But I was un-
prepared for the terrible state the correspondent declares to exist.
I fear that he has not exaggerated the evil. For, during my tour,
I have had corroboration from various sources. Great as the
evil is in this age of unbelief or a mere mechanical belief in God
and an age of multiplicity of comforts and luxuries, almost re-
minding one of the degradation to which Rome had descended
when she was apparently at the zenith of her power, it is not easy
to prescribe a remedy. It cannot be remedied by law. London
is seething with the vice. Paris is notorious for its vice which has
almost become a fashion. If law would have prevented it, these
highly organized nations would have cured their capitals of the

1 Not reproduced here. It spoke of the evils of brothels, cinema-houses,
drinking and smoking*